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A Godly Meditation 
 ___ of the inwarde lone 
of the Soule, | 
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Comppled in Frenche by the bertuous Lavie 

" Margaret Queene of Naverre, and was 

translatey into Englyshe by the most ber- 

tuous Princesse Elyzabeth , Queene of 
Englande, i in her tender age of xii peares. 


Together with Godly Meditations or Prayers, 
Set forth after the order of the Alphabet of 
the Queene Majesties name, and certaine 
Sentences of the xiith Psalme, written by 
the Queenes Fajestie in Latine, Frenche, 

Italian, anv Greek. 


First printed in the peare 
1548. 
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"them inwarde lone 
of the Soule. 


TY : | Pere 1s the Hell, - 
- "ia | full cf trauaile,paines 
7 OY milchiefand toment? 
4 CU here is ppit of cur- _ 
7 ſednelſe , out of which 
* @ doth ſpzing all deſpee 
Ny q ration-? Js there any —« 
=” | | bell ſopzofouride,that 


- tsſufficient to punithe the tenth part of m Wn 
(- finnes,which in-number are ſo many., that '_*. 4 
the infinite ſwarme ofthem, ſo ſhadoweth 7 NE Pg 
my darkened ſenſes , that -J'cannot a | 
ther 
 farreamentrod among them , that J ins - —--: 
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neyther yet well ſ@ them 2 AndJf6. - + 
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| =  nopower toobtaine the true knowledge —_—— 


7 1 _ the depe daungers ofthem.y perfitely f&le _ 
'] alfo, that therwote of finneis ſo graffed fn — — 
| me, thatin my ſelf J finde none other effe. "Ie 
\ but all is, eyther bzaunche, leafe, o2 fruite; - + 

- | that itbztngeth fozth in me. Andif 3 loke :: 3 
-..--] * fo:be ter,a bzaunch therof havoweth m 
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_» ] eyes;e in mymonth doth fal whenJ would | 
-,:] ſpeake,the bitter fruite of curſed fine. 
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mA Godly Motienont. Pos 
ty ſpirit be ſtirred to harken,then the ny 


. ofhirleanes ſtoppeth mine eares, & fylleth /] 


\ . mp noſftrels with the ſmell of hir flowers, 
Weholde now therefoze, how in paines my 


comfozt, lyeth crying,and weeping,hauing 
hir feete bounde with the chaineof concupil- 
* cence,and hir armes faſt tied thozowe euill 
- bſe , Who then hath power to helpe, 02 re» 
medie if 2not J. Neyther haue J power to 
 erie fo2 ſuccour, Andas J can perceine,there 
_ tsnohelpe of hope foz nte,but by the ſpeciall 
Romd.y- grace.of God; which of my ſelfe Jcannotde- - 


-lobn.v. ferue., butby Chzilt his only ſonne, whoſe 


Toby. | bzightneſſe giueth light ts mp darckenefle, 
-_ whoſepowereramining my fault,bzeaketh - 

- © -. the vaile of ignozaunce , and giueth:me. 
"flere vnderſfanding, what thing abideth in 

-me;where J am,and wherefoze J labour, 

_-...,: -»*He4tis, whom J haue offended.He it is, 
to-whome J didobeyſo ſeldome: Wrherfo2e by 
{tis conuentent,that my p2ide be ſuppzeſſed, - 
with weeping hart, and ſozrowfull ſighes, 
Jhumbly therfoze confeſſe,that J am much 
_ Iſethannothing. Befoze my birth, myze, 
after a dunghtll , hautnga bodie pzompt t6 
Pat. all Leuftl,not willing other fudie , ſubiect to 
” | care, 


ſoule,a ſtaue,and pziſoner without light, oz | 
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_ AG adly Meditation! _ 
fare; ſozrowe, and patne; ſhozt bf lyfe 5 the 56.6 TY | 
_ ende bneertaite, and bnder ſinne by Adam 
- ſolde, andby the lawe condemned. Foz of 
 myſelfe 3 nener had vet the pdwer to'ob- 
ſerue one only commaiindement of God,the 
fo2ceof ſinne was ſich in me@,and therefoze 
is my fine ho whit che leffe to behidden; 
gnd the moze J cloked ; anddiſſemblcd my 
_ finneoutwardly,þ moze it increaſed withif 
- myhart. Foz what God woulbe, that could 
- Jnot will, and what he woulde not, J ofte 
- times defired to perfozme, which thing doth 
- conffraine me by impoztable ſoxrow;in this 
"werie, and raging lyfe; to withe the tnde of 
this miſerable bby, thozow a deſired death. 
_ Who tall he then be . thatſhalldeliner, 

oz recouer any god fo2 me 2 Alas , it can be 
 -| nomoztall man. Foz his power t ſirength 
"i  tsnotſuch, as can deliuer mc. Who then? 
- | Theonely grace of the almightie God,who 
neuer is ſlack to helpe the penitent wyth his 
mercye; D what a maiſter fs that , which 
without deſeruing,will hew his mercye on- 
ſinners 2 J'ſerned him ſlothfully, and withs 
|  vutcealing dffended him every daye , yet is _ 
| benot lack in helping me. 
Be doth f* rhe eutll, that I have;whar,s 
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ww much it is 65 An that J of my ſelfecan_ 
| Boi - doenothing,that is god, but with hart and - |. 
body ſo inclined J am to the contrarie, that _ | 


. . lone,to make mee ofa ſinner, thy ſeruant,x 


A A Godly Meditation: 


Ifeeleno ſtrength in me,onleſſe it be tp do 
euill. Pet doth henot tarrie, till J humblye | 
p2ape him, 02 that ſeeing my hell, anddam- | 
nation J doe crie vpon him, But his ſpirite | 
who2ling-in my hart , greater than J can 


. declare,aſketh fo2 mee a gift , whereof the | 
- vertue is vnknowne to my little power. 


, And this p ſame vnknowne gift,02 whoz- 
ling in mip hart,doth bzing meanew deſire, 


and giuen me againe th:ough his grace,and 
dountie,that which hath ouercome al ſinne, 
| D mpLozd,what grace, and godneſſe is 
this; which doth put oute 6 many ſinnes 2 

Now niay J ſ,thatÞ art full of all Godly 


childe . Alas my God , J did not ſceke thee, 
but fled and ran awaye from thre, and here - 
beneath, thou cameſt downe tome , whych | 
am nothing, but a wozme of the earth all | 
naked.Uhat doe J ſaye : A wozme 2 Nape | 
wozſe than a wo2me , full of pzide, deceyt, 
malice,and treaſon. Zhep2omiſe, which my 
friendes made,whe J was baptiſed,is tha 4 


ſhewing the god,y 3 haue loſt by my ſinne, | 
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that J alwayes though faith i in thy paſſion Colh, - 
 Hould feele the moztificatio of my flelh, and: 
_ dwell alwayes with the& in the croffe,where _ 
thou walt faſt nayled,as Jbeleue; « yelded: 
death-dead,as J alſo ſhould ywlde all finne, 
This haue J oftentimes vntied , taken 
downe, and ſet at large, J haue bzoken,de-/ 
nyed.and falſified my pzomtſe, and though 
palde , Jhanelyfted vp my will in ſach 1 mas 
| Her, that thzough loth, my dutie towardes 

2, | the was fozgotten, and, that much moze is, 
as well the pzofite,o2 value, which J hadof 
the in the day of my baptiſme-, as alfs thy 
fauing loue , « pzomiſes following, J.bait 
all alike neglected. What ſhall 3 ſay moze? 
Albeit that oftentimes thou perceyning-ms 
wzetched, and vnhappye , hilt giuen me ſo 
| many warnings in faith, 4 in facraments, 
= |. admoniſhing me by pxeachings , and com- 
| fozting me bythe receyning of thy bleſſey 795"-6- 
body,x ſacred bloud,p2omiſing by the ſame, 244t6-25- | 
to put me in the number of them, that now ; 
are- adozned with perfite- ſnnocencie : yet - | 
hane Jall theſe high benefites, » that owns ift- F 
to fo:getfulnelfe, ef] | _ 
Dfteritimes, © Lode; haue J with the 
bzoken couenant , And wy fo2 that my 
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"AGodly Meditation,” 


—_ ſoule , was tq much fed with theenil} Wo : 
2ead, 92 damnable doctrine of hypocrites. I -/ 

deſpiſed ſuch fuccour,andgoaſtly Phiſick in 

Gods wo2de, as would haune helped mee , if 

IJ had bene wylling to loke fo2 itiyetknew 

J at that time no teacher conuenient. Foz 

' therefs, neyther man, ſaint ; no2 angell, 

' thatcan without thy ſpirite , chaunge the 
bartofaſinner, Alas, god Jeſus, thoy be- 

ng my hlindnefſe , + that at. my neede, 

Icouly haueno ſuccour of men, diddeſt o- 

dan pen the way of my ſaluation. © howgreat 

_, (Gthygadneſſe, andhoweineftimable the 

_  fwoteneſſewhich thou haſt ſheſwed therein? 

2s there any father ſo naturall-to-y-daughs 

ter, 02 b:other tothe fiſter » which woulde 

er bane done, as thou haſt done: Foz thou 

cameſt downe into hell to ſuccoux my: ſoule, 

+ where againſt thy will ſhe was, intending 
v haue periſhed, bicauſe ſhe did not-loue,.. 

" Alas, ſwete Loze, thou haſt loyed-hir, 

vea eu? to the verie outthedding: of thy moſt "| 


| incomparable . Nothing dacke art thou ih 
'. lone, thatſo louedft enerſe ſinner, yea, and 

alſo thine enimies-, not onely in fozgining 
oy offences 2 but alſo in giying: thy: iuE 
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"A Godly Meditation. 


| fo2 their ſaluation,libertie,and deliuerance;: 
to the death, croffe, tranaile, paine,and ſuf 

- feraunce, When J calt (in minde , what 

ſhould be the occaſion, of thy lone towardes' 

mee, JF can > nothing elſe but a lone won-' 
| derfull, which moueth thx to gineme;that. 
\ Jeannot deferue. Then as farre fwzth,as Þ 
can ſx , Fought to giue no thankes fo2 my. 
 faluation,but onely to thee my Lozde Jeſa,.. 
to whome J owe the p2ayle thereof, ag to 
him , which is my ſauiour , and creatoz 
What athing is it , that thou haſt done ſo. 
much foz me:Thon art not onely contented 
to haue fo:giuen me my finnes , but alſo he 3 
haſt giuen vnto mc the right foztunate gift 

_ ofgrac, 

_.- Fozitſhould ſuffice me; J comming out 
of ſuch a daunger , to be like a ftraunger vs 
ſed. But thou doeſt handle my ſoule , if $ --- 
durſt fo ſaye it, as a mother , daughter; > 
ſilker , and wyfe : Notwithſtanding , my 
Lo2de , J amthe treſpaſſoz., which amnot 
wozthye to come neere the do2e of thy right 

bigh place , to aſke b:eade where thy dwel- 

ling is.'D what grace is this , that ſo ſo- 

dainely thou vouchſafelſt to dzawe my ſoule 
into ſuch highneſſe,that ſhe feleth hir ſelte R on8. 
B.tty. ruler 


[ ons 


z 
© Ay, IP» 


% "T 
1 


\ 
—— I 


—__—_* Vw 


*9— w_ 


o — — CO. | 
_ | | | . —_—_— 
| CT We I. Vo Ts. ue Io en SWAG Ne Te rs 
" a . * AX V a al G. x = v . : Ss Pa , * ra , - 2" 
: 8 | 
615 


A Godly Meditation... 


ruler of my bodp, She poze,ignozant, and 

lame,doth finde hir ſcife wikh the rich, wiſe, 

and ſtrong, bicauſe thou haſt waitten in hir 
hart,therote of thy ſpirite,and holy wozde, 

giving hir true fayth to recepne it ,: which: 

thing made hir to conceine thy ſonne,inbe- : 

leuing himto be man, God, ſaniour, and 

alſo the true fozgiuer of fianes . Therefoze 

_ Math. doeſt thou aſſure hir , that ſhe is mother to 

thy ſonne, of whome thou art the only fas 

ther. 7 

. And furthermoze , , Þ my father 5 here 

is a.great loue of thy well doing , that thy 

© holpſonnehath taken on himthe body ofa 

man, andhath mingled. himſclfe with onr 

_ alhes,which thing we may not vnderſtand, 

without a molt true fayth . Jt bath pleaſed 

thee alſo, to-put him (o neere vs, that he did 

 Philip.- topne- himſcife to our fleſhe , and J ſ&ing 
him to be called man, am boide to call him 

bzother. Row ſith my ſoule may ſay ofhir - 

ſelfe , that ſhe is the ſiſter of God , ought -. 

the not to hane hir ſelfe aſſured in him:Pes 

truly. Foz thon doſt declare with great loue, 

Genet: that hir-creation was only of thy god wpll, 

which it pleaſeth thee alwayes to haue to» | 

_ wardes hir , giuing aſfuraunce that befoze * | 
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A Godly Meditation.” | 
| bir frtt bape,02 x of being, pzontded fox 
- hir, thou thozvwe lone haſt made hir , as 
thou of power alone canſt well doe it, and: 
alſo did{tput hir within this bodic., not fo 
_ toflacke wth flouth , but that both ofthem 
_" ſhoulde hane none other ererciſe , but onely” 
to thinke how to doe ſome ſeruice vnto the. 
{Than this truth maketh Hhir to fecle that 
there is in thx true paternitie . D what ho- 
 no2z,what ſwe&tenelle, and what clozy hath 


the father, ſhe doth thy commaundement:# 


* What is there mozezJs that al: No,it ddth- 


pleaſe the to gine.hir another name,tocall 


. thee huſbande , declaring thereby how thon 
haſt freelye manifeſted the mariage of hir. 
3By baptiſme haſt thou made a p2omile-to 
giue hir thy gods, and riches, and to take-6i7 
the hir finnes. Foz ſhe hath nothing by hes 
_ ritage but ſinne of hir firftf father Adam. All 
hir treafures,y thx hath of nature , are noe 
thingelſe but ſinnes , which thou haſt tied 
_ bpon thy Croffe , and payde all hir dettes 
with thy godes and landes, 


. hou hat made hir fo rich, and with ſo 


the ſoule , which doth alwayes remember, 
 thatſhe is thy daughter,and that in calling. 


hir thy wife , and that ſhe againe doe'call. 
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F Godly Meditation; 
"Ss a fopnter _ hir , that ſhe know» 


 |Pfmas. ing ir felfe to be thy wedded wyfe > doth / 


a || 


beleene fobequitofall thatſhe oweth,eſt&e- F 
ming verie little thatthe hath here:beneth, 


Shee fozſaketh: bir olde father ;andall the- © |. 


godes that he gineth ir, toz hirhuſbandes 


foule, tobe fed with ſuch god, andagapne, 
_ relzneditn leauing p pleaſure of this wozld, 


ts-without warre, Father,alas what ought 
I toithinke : Shall. my ſpirite be ſo-bolde as 


wn || | Ma th ,. ndagaine thou ſaidef:Davghter thy faith 


| es Keadeofethou bee mykather , may J thinke,' 


. tofake vponhim-tocal-theefatherzYea,and 
alſo ourfather.Fo2ſohaſt thou taught fn $ 
Luke.n, Paternoſter, But-tocall medaughter,halt 
thou'ſo ſayde 2 J/pzaye thee tell me . Qlas, 
yea Lo2de , when with great ſweteneſfe, 
thou ſaydeſt;Daughter , lend me thyhart, 


'D my foule, in ſtead of lending,my lozde 
- to 'giue_ himſelfe wholy vnto thee. 


WS || Receinehim then, anddoenotpermit, that 


any creature put him from thee , fo that fo2 


ib euer with faithfull ſtedfaſtneſſe , he maye 


lone the with a daughterlploue, How my 
that 
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A TOP Meditarion:. ; MN E- 
that-J:may be thy mother.z.Jn-dede Jcan 4 
not well perceine howe J ſhoulde conceyuos © + 
_. the, thatcreateſime, But inthis matter — 
thou didſt ſatiſfie my doybt,when in pzeachs 
-- ing, andin ſtretching fozth thy hands, didff 
ſay , Thoſe that ſhall doe che will of my fa- ak. 
{- ther,theyare my bzethzen,my-fiſter, andmy 24. 
mother, J beleene than , that hearing, and 
_ reading;the wozds which thou-haſt taught, 
and vttered-by thy holy pzophets Capoltles _ 
the ſame alſg, which thozawe thy true pzea- SOLES 
 ebers thou doeſt daylie declare vnto men, in 
- beleuingit.q ſtedfatly deſfring to fulfill the 
' fame: concejue the,and bearethe by lous, 
+4] -herefaze without any feare.J will taks 


motherof® God?. Df werts virgin Parie, p 
beſxche the, benot angric, that Jtake vp 
fucha tifle::J doeneither ſteale , no2 vſurpe 


| any thing vpon thy pziuiledge. Fo2 thou ons — = | 
N lyaboue al wome, receiuedſ of hint ſo great -— 
e, VF hono2, chatno man can in himſelfe- com - fi 
ft ( pzebende gbowe be hathbene wylling, ta 244 1. 
2 take in;the our fleſhe. Fo2 thou art the Yo: F: 


e | ther, and perfice virgin , befoze , andafter, 
p | andinhigholp birth. 3n thy bleſſed wombe 
K-1 thou: did} beare hin 2 and nouiſhe « hems 

poo hou 
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A Godly Meditation. - 


-,  Thoudivft mt himin his tribulations, } 
_ *.-  andalſfoin his teachings. Nowe bziefly to 
+ conclude , thou haſt with God fotinde ſuch 
_} grace,as the eniniie thozow malice, and de- 
 ceytebad cauſed Adam,andhis poſteritie to 
loſe. By Eue,and him we haue loſt it, and 
by thy ſonne it hath bene yelded vnto vs. 
F againe. 
Wherefoze haſt thou bene righteonfive 
called full of grace, as one , to whome the 
loade hath ſhewed abou ndant fanour . Sith 
than, that he , which is p beſt among them, 
| that begod , and alſo the ſpzing of all gods 
_ neſſe, and power,hath created in thee,ſo pure 
- tnnocencte , that he in the , of all'other the 
| - £erample of vertne , hath builded his dwel- 
ling, and temple: he thozowe lone did. con- 
firme bimſelfe with the , and thou thozoyw 
| . grace art confirmed in him . Therefoze no 
|! mancangluethegreater pzayle,than God 
himſelfhath ginen the. Foz there is no ſuch 
p:aiſe,as is the ſame which commeth frbm 
G © D. Thou alſo haſt had ſo firme, and 
40 conſtaunt a fapth , that thou , by the holye- 
"ns Ghoſte , waſt filled with all godlpnelle, 
' _ Fwwill not take bpon me therefoze , to gine 
| to the , greater pzayſe , than the honour, 
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A Godly Meditation, 
which thy many and ſoueraigne lo2de bath 
giuen the , t as thou art his cozpozall mo-- 
ther , ſo art thou thozowe fayth his ſpiritus 
all mother. And I following thy faith with: - 
ary humbleneſfe , am his ſpirituall mother | 
\. alſo, 

Alas, myGod, the b:otherlpnelſe , that 
thou haſt towards me,thozow thy humble- 
neſſe in calling me ſiſter, ts great. Foz thou 
haſt bzoken the kindzed of myne old father, Rom. 
calling me daughter by adoptio.Heing khen 

that we haue both one father , J willnot 

feare to call thee my bzother . Foz thou halt 

ſo repozted it by the wyſe Salomon in his. 
Canticle,ſaping: Py ſiſter and ſpouſe,thou Canticle. 4. 
haſt wounded my hart , with pſwete loke 
of one of thine epes. tc. Alas, - b2other, ] 

.  withe fo2 nothing elſe , but that in woun- + 
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ding thee , J might finde my ſelfe woun- F 
ded with thy loae , to that would Jgiue o- =_ - 
ugx my lelfe ; And likewyle, thou doſt call — =: 
mee wyfke , ſpeaking to me theſe amo2oug 3k 


wwozdes ; Ariſe mp deare dwue , a'd come Canticles, 
bitherwarde my delectable ſpouſe , Where- 
foze J may ſay with louing fayth , thou are 
mine,+x J am thine, bicauſe thou haſt callep 
me thy loue,and faire ſpouſe. Jfit bx ſo,ſuch 
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| haſt thou made mee. Alas doth it pleaſe thee 5 
_ togine meſuchnames? Truely they ; are as 
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"- Cott Meditadton! 


ble to b2eake the hart , and cauſe it to burns 
thozowe lone vnſpeakable , when it think- 
eth vpon'the honoz,that thou doeſt vnto the- 
ſoule , which is muche greater, than it hath. 
deſerued. A mother, a mother / Alas, but 
of whatchilde'is it £ Py God, my Sonne 2 | 
D Jeſus ,: what ſpeache is this 2 Mother, 

- ” Danghter, Siſter, and B2other, happle 
kindzed'. © what (weeteneſſe doth pzoceede 
out of that paternity:But what danghterly 
 andreurrent fcare ought J to haue towards 
him; my father, yea, and mp Creato2 , mp 
- - pzbtecto? , and ſaujour , to be mp b2other 2 
Atias,here ts a areat loue. J will therefoze 
ſaye with Salomon. Now can ty hart no 
longer refraine , but bzeake in ſarder , to 
make rome fo2 the ſame ſoſwxte a bother, 
ſo that nene other name bx waitten in the 
ſame, but onely the name of mp bzother 
Jeſus, the ſonne of God, 

None other creature will J giue place 
to, fo2 all the ſcurging » and beating, that | 
can be done vnto me. Keepe wy hart then, dp 
my dcare b2other, 4 loue , andlet not thine |] 
enimieenter into-itt, D my lweete father, 
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A Godly Medicition 


.-mychilde, my anther , and ſpouſe , with =—_ 
\ handes fopned humblye vpon my knes ,J: =. 
peelde the thankes,and pzaiſes, that if pleas: ._ —_— 


ſeth thee to turne thy face towardes me,con- - at 
nerting my hart,and couering me with fuch hh 
grace,that thou doeſt ſe no moze mycuils,- 

4.  andſinnes.S0 well haſt thou hidden them, 'z7ech;, 33. 
. that it ſemeth, that thou haſt put them in 

fozgetfulnelle, yea,and alſo they ſreme to be 

fo2gotten of me , which haue done and 

committed them , Fo2 faith,4 loue ſo wo2ks 

ing in me; cauſeth me to fozget them,who- 

ly putting mytrull in the alone. 

Then my father in whomlieth vnfapned 

| loue, whereofcan Jhaue feare in my hart 2 

© Jconfeſfe that J baue done all the cuil,that 

one creature can doe, and that of my ſelfe J-2/a/.3r. 
am naught . Alſo J haue offendedthee , as 

did the p2odigall child, following the fwoliſh Lyke-15. 
trade of the fleſhe, wherewith J haue p2odt- 
gally ſpent the ſubſtance « aboundaunce of 

 gofbs, which thou here haſt giuen me to vſe 

- tothy glozic. And fo2 þ miſpending of them, 

pouertie hath taken me, and hath withered 

+ meaway,euen as haye, and pelded my ſpt- - 

*#rite dead fo2 hungar, compelling me to cate 

vu _ of ſwine, but in ſuche meates x 
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& 5 Godly Meditation, 


- found very little ſauoz. Then-J ſeingmy 
- life tobe ſo miſerable ,.J did returne to thee 
' my father againe,ſaying: Alas deare father, 
 Fhaue ſinned againſt Heauen , andbefoze 
the, Jam therefoze no moze wo2tbye tobe 
called thy child. But © bountiful and mers 


 cifull father,do thou no wozſe to nie, than te 


one of thp houſholde ſeruants . Alas, deare 
_ father,what loue,and3eale is this,that thou ' 
wouldeſt not tariemy comming «+ paper, 
but ſpeedily ſtretching<fozth thy handes, re- 
cepuedft me, when J did thinke thou woul- 
deſt not loke .on mee , and fo receyning 
mezin ſtead to haue puniſhed, thou didſt aſ- 
fure me of my laluation. Where is he then, 
_ that ſhall puniſh me , when my facher ſhall 
© denie him my ſinne:Thereis no fudge that 
can.condemne me,vnlelſe God himlelfe wil 


"damneme. The want of godneſſe J feare 


not. F02 J haue my God fo2 my father. Py 
enimy ſhalldo me no harme, Foz my father 
Will take all his ſtrength awaye from him, 
If J owe any thing; he ſhall paye it fo2 me. 
If J haue dcſerued death,he,as a king,ſhal 
pardon mezand deliuer me from pziſon and 
deaty, 

ut here is the wozſt - Uhat maner of 
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Godly Y editation; þ 


' mother hane Jbene 2 Fo2 after that; 
- faith, hadreceiued þ name ofa true m 
FJ became verp rude bnto thee-my ſonne;bl, 
cauſe that after I had coceined,and bzought 
the&fozth, Jleft reaſon;and being ſabiec to-R97 _ 
my wilt; not taking hede.vnto thee,3 fella — 
 flxepe,, andgaue place to my great enimie; 
_ which in the night of:ighozance,Jbeing 
tzepe, did ſteale thi from me-craftilp, and 
in thy place. ſhe didputhir child, hich was. 
deade-, and ſodid.J {eeſethe , which was a 
fozrowfultremozſe foz me. Thus did.-3J loſe 
th mp-fonne, by mine. ownefaulte', bi- 
cauſe'J twke noh&de to kepe thee, Senſys 
alitie mpneighbour ,J being inmy beaſtly 
fleepe , did ſteale thee from ime , and gave to 
me hir chitve, which hadno lifein htm, na- z.Rome.$. 
. medſinne;whom Jſaid,J would not hate, 
but vtterly div fozlake him, 
She affirmed , that he was-mine owne. 
Bat Jknew him to be hirs, F02 as l 
" Jcamie tothe lightof grace. , which -thoy 
- haddeſt giuen-me , then-J knew my glozye 
to be channged, when J ſaw the dead childs _ 
not tobe mine, Foz the ſame , which was x 
line, whome ſhe had taken away , was my = 
childe, lo apparant was. the _—_ be ns 
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- ted in twaine. Foz true,and perfitelone is 
\neuer content with the one halfe-of that. it 
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' AGodly Meditation: 


-Hipcine Jeſus and Ang 4ut nowhere is a 
"ms thing. This olve woman cauſeth . 
' me tokeepe this deadchilde, whome ſhe re- 
pozteth: to be. mine ,-and ſo will ſhe main» | 
\ taine.- © Salomon , thon true, and wyle 
* indge,thou haſt heard this lamentable p20» 
ccſſe , and o2deyned to content the parties, 
that the childe ſhoulde be deuſded in two 
partes, The falſe woman agreth it ſhould. 


beſo. But Jremembzing him tobe myne - 


awne ſonne; whith was altue , was rather 
cotent to lee him, than to ſce his body pars 


loueth, Kather 3 had therefgze ts weepe fo2 
the whole , than to-recouer the one bale 


without Iyfe. Alas-noble Salomon;gine to 


hir p childe which is alfue,fo2 better it igfo2 
me to die, than to ſe my ſonne deuided;But. 


7; F82 thou ſeing the anguiſhe, that Jdid 
ſuffer , and howe J rather did fozlaks-my - 
right, than to beholde ſuch cruelneſſe , thou 
ſapdeft, this is the true mother, and ſo cau- 
fed them togiue me my childe againez Foz 
whom befoze my hart was ſozowfull. - 
'D fiwcete Jeſus, thus haſt thou pzoued 
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Wo Godly Meditation. 1 
"me, how much J loued thee , yea-ardwhent © © 
[ - by ſinne Jhad loſt thee; yet diddeſtthoures 
- turns vbnto me;Alas;how gently doeft thou + 
 vouchſafe tocome againe to hir ; which be-' .  - 
tng let byſinne,conlde not keepe themy 
ſwete childe,myſwexteſonnez my helper;. 

' my nouriſher-, of whome Jam. an hum- 

© ble creature: Doenot permit , that-euer J 
--docleaue thee againe, F02J doe repent the 

fime- paſt. ht; 44 

- Nowe come- ſenſualitie with thy rables. 

met of ſinnes. Thou haſt no power'fomake- 
me toreceiue thy dead childe, Foz mpſonne 
ts ſfrong,+ will defend me,he ſhallnot per- 
mit,9 thou take hfiin any moze awaye from 
me; His ltregth is greater, than any others, 
Therefozemay J flepe,and take ret neare: 
him, Foz all things well confidered,he ſhatl 
kepemetr6 thine aſſaults. OD ſweete reſt of - Eſay.z%. 
the mother, & the ſonne togither,my ſwe&te. 
child, mp God, only vnto thee-be honoz,am 
paiſe;fozthat enery creature mayſfz, howe 

ithath pleaſed the; to caji me lefſe thanno- 

thing, a mother. And the mo2e it is ſkrafuge, = 
and hard to be done, þ moze ought thy god- Plal.ws 
nelle fo hane pzaiſe fo2 it. And further,thou 
halt retained me fo2 thy ſilker, wherefoze x 
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. AGodly Meditation. 


| eiowlenr mp lelfe moze bounde , than” 
F to any other creature, 
| _ - ::FowJam ſiſter vntothe,but fo nangho | 
= | kieaſiftcr, that better it were fozme, that. 
K\- © FJ were without thename, than Fts fonet 
| the nameof adoption inſonobleakindzed, - 
| 1 and alſo thy god and bzotherly behautoz tos ' 
18 | wards me. J with p:ide didriſe againſt the | 
[|] . not remfbaing my faults; but goingaftray 
[| fronf the,didagre with Aaron mp bzother, 
* being in will to giue-iudgement againſt. 
thy wozkes, and following the exampleof 
 Miriant , p2inily- 5 grudged againft thee; 
which thing cauſcd me to haue remozfe in 
my conſcience. Alas right bountifull bzother 
1 -. and trueMPoſes, which doeft all with gods 
neſſe,and tuſtice,J haue eſtemed:thp wozks 
fo be enen ſinne, being ſo bolde-to ſpeake es |. 
tten raſhly,faping: Wherfoze haft thou ma- 
ried a ſfraunge woman z2 Thou giueft vs. 
alaw,and puniſhment, if we doe not fulfill: . 
| - ft, andthenthon wouldeſtnot be bound to 
{| Deate;s. it ,fozbidding vs the thing - which thou thy 
fcifc doeſt. | 
Foz thou fozbiddeft: vs to kill any man, 
and thou doeſt kill,and ſpareft none,of th2w _ 
thoulande, which thou commaundelt tobe 
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Godly Meditation?. . 


- -N Gaine. Further, Odd gauevs in commatite- - 2 
F. dement by thx, that we ſhouldenot marrie- 1 
5 [| the daughterofa ſtraunger,yet thou tokeſs — - * 
t. | thy wife from among them. Alas my deare F 
© | bzother Poſes , with a great many of theſe 2034s | | 
j | |  wo2des,which 3 know to be foliſhe, wth 
;' F Aaron, and Yiriam., which is mineowne == 
e -- wit, J fmbzapded thee / whereof J repent. Nanne.n. 
p Foz the linelye voyce of God , rebykinglye 
twke me vp , befoze J went out of the place, ; 


bd 


ZUhat woulveſt'thou then of my'finnex © 
fe {| Lhou wouldeft not haueme puniſhed; but 
3 - | rather wouldeſt myſaluation ; andhealth, — - 


2 "+ in aſkingfo2 me this great benefite, that it | 3 
xr . | might pleaſe God tomittigate hys iſndge- | E 
"i 'ment,the which thing thou couldeſtnotob- * F 
s taine . Wherfoze,J became a lazar , fo that F 
s |: all; thatloked on me, myght well ſape ,J 7 


* 


had not bene wiſe,x fo2 my vncleaneſſe,and 
 lepzoſfie,J was put out from the tentes,and 
'. tabernacles, fro among the people , bicauſe 
7 þ fick ſhould not infec ſuch, as were whole, - 
"= _.| Mb whatſoule tan haue a greater puniſh- 
| - ment,thanto be baniſhed out of y company 
|. ofthem,which areholy in God 2 But wt CE 
_ didſtfthon, mp \wxte lone, 4 bzother,ſeetng. 
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| myrepentance 7 hou p2ouidedlt , that my «| 
C.itj. penance 
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=" Godlj Meditation: 


£, «ohm 5 penance was ſone at an ende,and with true } 
. lone madelt meanes foz me, whercvpon'y 
returned tothxe,.D what bzother wontde, 
in ftead to puniſh his foliſh ſiſter , ſo natus 
rally cleaue vnto hir 2 Foz infurte, grudge, . 
and.great offence, by hir committing , thou | 
gineft hir grace,and lone in recompence.A- 
| las my bz2other , howe erceding is this thy, 
loue ? Puch moze ts.it , than bzotherhead is' 
bounde to giue , to (opwze and w2etched a. 
womanas J am, J hanedonethee. cull, 
and thou giueſt me god foz it. J am thine, 
and thou ſapeſt, thou art mine. Euen ſo-J 
- amz,andeuer wil. J feare no moze the great - 
_fwliſhneſſe of Aaron, and Mir Jam, fo2 no 
--man may ſeperate me from the , and now 
that we are togither , as bzother and ſiſter, 
J care little fo2 all other . Foz thy lande is 
mine enheritance, 
 Letvs then kepe , if it pleaſe thee , buf 
one houſholde , ſith it hath pleaſed the to 
bilip.a bumble thy lelfe ſo muche , as to topne thy 
- hart with mine in making thy ſelfe aline- 
ly man. J doe right hartilythanke thex,and 
'to thanke thee, as J ought,lyeth not in my 
- power. Take my meaning then J p2aye 
fthz,and ns my (gnozaunce,ſceing Jam 
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A AGodly Meditation: 


of ſo great kindzed, as to be thy iter. Q 
- myGod,J haue god cauſe toloueto pzaile, | 
and to ſerue thee vakapnedly, enot to feare, 
no2 to-defire any thing,ſane thee only.Kepe 
me. wel then,J humbly pzap the. Foz J wil 
aſke none other b:other noz friend to helpe 
- me. Jfanyfather haue had any pittie ”=_ 
| bischilde,ifany mother hane taken any care 
fo2 hir fonnc,if any bzother haue hid þ ſinne. 
of his ſiſter, it is thou. J neuer ſaw , oz elſe 
tt was kept wonderous ſecrete , that ener He#t.14 
 huſbande would thozowly fo:giue his wite, 
* after ſhe had him once offended, 2 and did re- 
A -turne vnto him. 
There haue bene many of them , which 
foz to aduenge their w2ongs., haue cauſed 
the Judges to put them to death, Other be- Nero, 
holding their ſinnes , did not ſpare their 
owne handes to kill them. Other Flo ſcing 
- their faultes to appeere, did ſend themhome' 
againe to their owne friends, And ſome per- 
UW ceyuing their euill diſpoſitions , hane ſhut 
__ themvp inpaiſon. Now bziefly to conclude 
vpon'their diners complextfons , the ende of 
their pzetence is puniſhment , and the leaff 
 harme,that eucr J could perceine in punily- 
ting them, ts this, that they would neyer le 
Citi). them 
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tofo ake them,And Nees 59d. 
(fine no man-to be compared: vnto d 
_ "the. J Socbionrebou art y perfite example, | 
TOY wow herefoze,Jconfelſe withilowlyhart,* | 
at. Jhane bzokento the my oth;x pzomile,- - 


- Alas ,-thou hadſt choſen me fo2 thy wife, 
--anddidſt ſetmevp ingreat ſtate, and hos 
no2.Fo2 what greater honoz may one haue, 
than tobe.in-the place of thy: Wife, which 
 ſveetely taketh hir reſt ſonere to thee , and 
| natonely it ſuretie of foule-and bodie , but /]- 
 mfoofall thy godes quene,miſtreſſe , and +. 
- Jadie » Dh what great fano2 is it,that J,fo | 
. ile acreature , am ſo.cnnobliſhed by the; | 
 fofo honozable: an huſband, Now to ſpeake. 
' ib; 2: Jhaue moze by the poſſeſſing of 
the,thaiany man moztall can deſire. Pet 
when J-:remember my vnwozthye deſers 
-ving, myhart doth ſob,and ſigh, mine cies 
let fall abundance of teares, my mouth can \\ 
not make to many exclamations. Foz there 
 . bsneithernew,noz2 auncient waitings,that 
can ſhewe fo pittifall a caſe, as the ſame is, - 
Which J.will tellnow.Shall, o2 dare Jtell 
it? Paxe.J pzouounce it without _ 
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_ pen. Fo2 mp confuſion is it; nottolhew the _ 
. great lone of mp huſbande, andfozhis woy = A 
_ thip, tabeclare myfault. oe  - ! 
- D my ſautour, which was crucified on the -  Y 
 croffe foz my ſinnes., This d#de of thine 1s. 
_not ſuch , as.a father toleatichts ſonne,' 02 | 
4b, as achilive-to offende his mother, 02aga :-: .. - 
fiſter to chide, E. grudge. But alas,mp fault NY 
is ſuch, © farre moze greater.” Foz the moze Eſays. 
.familiaritie Jhaue with the, and themoze - 
-benefites J receine of th&,. the greater is -- 
mine offence ; when J with the diffemble, 
fpeciallye that J ſhoulde ſo doe, -which ant 
called thy ſpouſe, and louedof thee , as thy 
' ſoule. Shall Jnowe tell the truth 2 D mp 
fpouſe, Jhaueleft the, fo2gotten thee, and 
am run-awap from thee, J did teaue the,fo2 
to go at mpvaine pleaſure. Jfo2(oke thee, 
- Echolomeanother. Yea J refuſed the , the 
os | © welfpzingofall godneſſe,and.faithfull pzo- 
5 . mile.J did leaue the. But whither:went J? ON 29s 
Intoa place, where nothing was but cur- © 
it | " Jhave left thee my truſtiefriend, and lo- oy 
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p ner, wozthy tobe beloued aboue all others, - 
It Jhaneput th aſide, D welſpzing of all _ 
e _ helthſomneſſe,by mine own wzetched wilh,. -- 
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Y 
pea, E bane Hi thes , full of - _— 
' - Fodneſſe, iſdome, andpower,and ſought | 
- to withdzaw me from thy loue.. 
cepted thy great enimies,that is,th 
wozld, and the fleſh, againſt whome foz 
mp .ſakethoufaughteſt ſo (o2e on thecroſle,; 
| Hebr, iz, fo ſetmeatitbertie, which was by themof 
longtime a pziſoner, + laue, and ſobound, 
thatnoman could cauſe me to: humble mp 
ſelf. And as foz the lone, and charitte;that J 
- . thouldehaue had towardes' th#, they did 
 _ quenchit,ſo that the name of geſus my dere 
 buſbande, . whiche befoze J had founde ſo 
ſwete, was tome tedious, and hatefull, ſo 
that oftentimes I div teſt at it,+ wh? J haue 
hearde the Goſpell pzeachedoz taught , the 
 ww2d, which Þhauc heard,hath not taried 
With me , but as a fether dothin the winde. 
NE went neuer pet to heare thy wo2d pzeas 
 chedgbut fo maner only, which was a wozk 
 ofbppocriſie, J was alſo annoyed, when J 
hearde ſpeake of thx , bicauſe J was moze 
willing to go at my pleaſure. Now batefly 
foconciude, all that thou didft fozbid me, JF 
fulfilled,and all that thou commaundeft me 
to do,J dideſchew , and this was the cauſe, 
- why Jloued notth#, ut pet Lo2d, for pat 
64 that 
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iy Godly Meditation! 


that J did this x.-o thie , andfozſake th; 
\ - ranneawaye fromthe , and betrayed thee; 
- ſhould Jgiur thy place tþ any other: O'haſt 
_  thouſuffered, that 'J ſhoulve.be inockey,cy- - 
theryetbeaten,o2 killed? Baſt thouput me 
in darke pziſon,02 bantſhed'me fozeucr, ſets 
tingnaught bymec 2Hall thou taken away - 
thy glkts 
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Ss, and pzecious: tewefls againe from .:: |: My 
mezto;puniſh me foz my vnſaſthfull-fruits? mug 
Have J loft my toyater, which thou pzomt- 
.ſedſt m 2,tho:ow mine offence done againf 
the ,'and'J accuſed by thee, afoze the eter- 
_nallfather.,foz a naughtic woman :Haft 
_ thoufozbidden.me thy pzeſence , as Jhaue 
deſcrued,and thatI thouldn neuer appXCe int 
thinchouſe? 

. D moltcrue huſbande, pure, and yerfite 
friend, the molt louing , among all loucrs. 4 
Alas thou halt done otherwiſe by mz, Foz -\ *'Þ 

thou haft diligently ſought foz me, when  F}| 

.was going into the molt deepe place of hell, 
where all cuilles are done, When I was 
fardeſf from thee both' in hart and mynde,, © 

_ - anddireclye out ofthe waye , than diddeſt 
thou loutingly call me back,ſaying,mp deare 
_ daughter harcken, andſ:x, and bowe thine 
eare towarde me. Foz2get that Uraange na- 
| | fion | 
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FE "Han with whome © haſtru runne axfiraye, 
Ip 4 - andalſothe houſe of thine olde father, where 
- +. * thouhaſtdwelt ſolong, and then ſhall the 
Ee , king of all faithfulneſſe vefire thp-beautie. 
- But when thou lozd ſawelf,that thy ſivete,. 
-..-,  Andgracious calling, did not p2ofite me + | 
.- _ thenbeganſtthoutocryto me with a lowde ' 4 a 
Itahar voyce,ſaping, Come vnto me all you which -' ] . 
are berilyladen with labour. Fo2 J amhe, 
_ that ſhall plenteouſly refreſhe pou , & feeds 
' pou with the bzead of life. - 
Alas;\weete Lode, vnto all theſe ſwwte. 
. wowes woulde J not hearken., but rather 
- doubted, whether it were thouzthat ſo ſpake 
| bnto mx, 02elſc a fabulous waiting, that ſo 
 ſapde, J was ſofwlyſhe , that without loug 
J red thy wwde A conſidered not the coms/ 
pariſon of þ vineyard , which bzought fozth - 
 E/a5- thoznes,and bziers in ſtead of god fruit,and | 
that it ſignified me,that ſo had done. Jknew 
alſo , that when thou didft call the barren 
 vrie , ſaying, returne Sulamite, that thou 
Cant diddelſt ſpeake if, that J ſhoulde fozſake my - 
.finne:yet fo2 al theſe wozds did J,as though 
I hadvnderſfkand neucra whit. But when 
- __ JhadpervſedtheP2ophet Jeremie , J con- 
-M  felſe;that J had inthe reading ar + 
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A Godly Meditation. 


fn my hart "and bathfulneſſe ini face, F: hy 
_ bil tell te, yea withtearesinmy eles;4 all: 
Lo2defo2 thy honour , and to ſuppzeſſe my; 
paide.Lhon haſt ſaide by that holy 3220phets joyems 
Jfa woman hath offended hir huſband, and: 
- ts \ſoleft ofhim,fo2 going aſtray with other, 
namely,ifhe therevpon refuſcty hir,is\he&e - _. | 
- not to beeſtemed polated, and of novajue? - ** Þ 

' The lawe-doth conſent'to put hir-in the JF 

handes of iultice, 02 to dzfue hir awap , and: 
_foneuer to take hir againe, Zhou haſt mavs. 
” afeparation betwene thy bed,x mine,ſayth: 
 hevntoine, andplaced fozrein louers in my: 
rome, coinmitting with them foznication. 
Pet fo2 all this , thou mayeſt returne tome Exeebind, 
againe. Fo2 J will not alwapes be angrie 
againſt thee, Lift vp thercfoze thine epes, 
_ andloke about thee on euerte ſive, and then 
ſhalt thou well ſce,into what place thy ſinne 
hath led thee, and how filthilye thonlieff ir 
the earth. © pwze ſoule , luke where thy 
finne hath put the , euen vpon the highe ' 
 wayes, where thou didft wait, and tarrie to 
beguile them, that came by,euen as a theefe 
doth , which is hidden in the wilderneſſe, 
Therfoze thou in fulfilling thy wickedpleas Terews. z. 
ſure , halt with foznication infected all the 
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LE, earth; brag about thee; Mhine eyes, , } wy 


_ towilhe: with ſo2zowfull ghes. the houre,' 


in:pruerlaſting fire, The ſame fcare,whidpy 
--pzoceedeth of thee and not of my ſelfe, put-/ 

tethme rather in hope, than in dtſpaire , as =] 
"often as J doe remember mp ſinne . Fo2 as 
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. thyfozehedz anvithy face, hane loft all their: 
gadmanner;Foz they were ſach as an-har- 
+botehath, and yetthou haddeſt no Hame of 
" thyfinne. Ted bf 

.'And the: ſorplus. that Jeremie fapthicons 
ſtrainethme toknow my wzetchedife,and: * 


the month,thcday, the yeare, and time that 
my lyfe might hane anende , yelding my 
ſcife condemned:, and wozthie to:be foz cuer: 


ſane as thou knoweft my-will,bowing vn* 
der thine obedience ; then putting in me a ” 
linely faith, thou didft vſe great clemencie, - 
ſo. that after 3} knewe theo to be that ſame 
lezd,mayſter, and king, whome J ought to 
haue feared : then founde J mp feare not 
quenched, but mixed with toue , beleeving * 
that j art ſo gracious.gentle,and f weete,and 
fo pittifull an huſband,that J,which Could 
rathcr haue hid me,than to haue ſhewed mp 


"feife , was not then in feare to go fozth,and 


fo iwke fo2 thee,and ſo [ce] alng I found che, 
þ But 
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of A Golly Meditation." 


- But what didthou then , didft-thon re- | 
"fuſe mc&2 Nolozde ,- but rather haſt excuſed: 
mee. Haſt thou turned thy face frommize = 
 No.Foz thineeie ſo ſwetely penitrated- my. _ 
— hart, Þ it wounding it almoſt to the death, oo =_ 
© didgineto me remozſe of my ſinnes. Thou © _— 
4 } haſt not put me backe with thy hande, but 
with both thine axmes , and with a ſwete; 
And manly hart, thoa didſt mette withmee; 
' | bythe waye, andnot once repzoning my. 
Wt 7 Hes ,enbzaſedft me. J-couldnot ſee inbes 
+ |, Solving thy countinaunee;'that euer thou 
- © didffonceperceiue wine offfces. Wherfoze 
x4» thou haſt done ſo much fo} me,as though J 


%, — —_ 
=_ 


= © hadneuer b2ok? p2zomile with thee. Foz thou 
k vidft hide my fault fromenerie bodye ,in gt- 
Fu uing me agatne the part ofthybed, and alſo 


_-* | --tn ſhewing,thatthe multitude of my ſinnes 
; | are ſohidde, andouercome by thy great vic» 
] foie , that thou wiltneuer remember thenr 
|  mo2e ; ſo that nowe thon: (eff nothingir 
| mee, bntthegraces ,.giftes , and vertues, [8 
| which it hath pleaſed thy free godnelle to . * mill 
} clue me, | 
4 

| 


9B charitie moſt p2ecious , J doe ſ well 

that thy godneſſe, doth conſume my lewde- 

| _ and maketh me a new godly,and wn 
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A Godly Meditation, | 
full creature. The euil;that was mine,thou | 
effroprd, aud made me ſo perfite acres £ I: 
' ture: ;that alkthegod a yuſbande can doe to 
hls wyſe, t dy haſt done it tome, in gining 
fallhopein thy pzomiſes , Nowe | 
9 9 thy ged:grace;recouered the - 
hyWwile, D happte, e defiredplace, Y}+ 
gracionsbey) 5? thou right honozable ſcate of 
peace, reſtfrom all warre; highe ſliepe.of 
honoz, ſeperate from the carth., doeft: thou 
recciue this vuwazthy creature,. giuing hr 
the ſcepter,andcrowne of thy empire.z and 
glozious reahne2who Kid ener heare of ſucy 
a ſto2ie.2 as to.raiſe.vp one ſo high, which of 
hir ſelfe wag nothing, and-:maketh of great 
valure,:which of it ſelfe was naught. | + 
Alas what is:this: Foz J caſtingmine ries 
on high,do ſ thy godneſſe, thy. vnknowne 
arace , and thy lone ſo incompzchenſible, 
that my ſight is wonderfull in beholding 
thee. But J loking downewarde, might ſe 
what J-am,and what.J was willing tobe, 
Alas , I doe ſee in it, the lewdneſſe, darck» 
nelfe , and extreme dxpeneſſe of my euills, 
mp death, which by hiibleneſſe cloſeth mine 
ele : the admirable godneſſe of thee, and the 
bnſpeakable eutl which is in me, Thy right 
FEED , highnelle 
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| AGodly Meditations HED 
? bighneſt and pr mateſtie. y wy right fea) $49.1, 


gell, "2b 
- andbeatitude, my malice; t great vikind« PO 
nefſe.'D how-god art thou vnto me,-#how = 
1 vakindehane Pbenevnto thre This that 
| thon wilt; and this that J purſue, which 
AY” things conſidered; cauſethme tomaruaile, 
how itpleaſeth the totoyne thy ſelfe to me, 
1 feingthereis.no compariſon betwerne vs 
| both. Thou art myGNfD , and-J amthy 
wozke, thou my Creatoz., and J thy creas 
ture::Now to ſpeake bziefly though J cans 
not define, what it is co be of thee,vet know 
J my elfe to be the leall thing, that may be 
compared vnto thee , .D moſt happie lone, 
thou madeft this agreement,when thou dids 
deft ioynelyfe , and death togither , bat the 
bnion hath made aline death , ipfe dying, 
and lyfe withoutende,haue made onr death 
a Ipfe. . Death-hath giuen vnto lyfe a quicks 
ning, that thozow death Jbeing dead,map - . - 
receiue lyfe, 4 by death. J am rauiſhed with | 
bim,which ts aline.J line in. him,otherwiſe 
of my ſelfe, J am dead, And as concerning 
bodyliedeath, to me is nothing, butacom- 
ming ont of piſon. Death ts to me lyke. F 02 
thozow death,J am aliue. And as thts: m_ 
Di ta 
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A God|l } Medication, 
_ talllyfefilleth me A of care , and (oxrolw, 
.. ſo death peeldeth me content, 

. D whata godly thing it is to die,that the 
ſoule maye line? Fo2 in deliuering hir from 
this moztall death, ſhe ts deltuered from the 
death miſerable, and matched with hir moſt . 
mightie loner. Js not then the ſoute blames * 
leſſe , which faine would dic-, tohaue lyfe 2 
Pes truely, and ought to call death hir we[- 
beloucd friend. © ſweete death , pleaſaunt 
ſozxxowe, mightic king , dclincring from all 

|| Roms. wickedneſſe, © lo2de , thoſe which trult in 
|| - _ thee, andin thydeath , are mozcified by the 
hope they haue in thy paſſion. Thus with a 
ſwete flepe docft thou put them out of that 
death:, which cauſeth many tolament . D 
 howehappie is the ſame ſleepe bnto him, _ | 
which.when.he awaketh, doth finde thozow 
thy death.life encrlaſting. Fo? death is none 
i other thing to a chiſten man, but a libertſe 
| Kom,7, 92 deliverance from his moztall bande, And 
mW  thedeath, which is fearcfull to the wicked, 
is pleaſant,and acceptable to themzthat are 
Od, bieauſe that death thozow death is de- 
firoyed. Lherfoze my God, if J wereright- 
ly taught, J ſhould call death lyfe, the ende 
_, and MR of cuerlaſting op, 
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' #G68ly Meditation 


'- F632 Fknow that long life doth let me front 
| in t of thee; deathcome anddoe thine : 
> | offfceonme;that J maye fie my ſpoiiſe , 0; wats - | 
l fe ſw#xteloue, tranſſozme men thee, and 
then'thall J'the better tarte the comming 
of death, © ſwete Love, letme die, that J 
7 mayliue wth thx: Foz there-is none other 
? that can deliner me, but thou onely . D my 
- | Fanjonr,thozow fayth J amplanted, and 7obr.rg, 
foyned With thee.  Þ What vnion is this, 
ll ſith that thozow faytbJ am aſſured to thee, 
. andmay call thee father,bzother;ſonne,and 
huſbaride, - 
- -Þ my father , what paternitie : : D my 
b:other what fraternitie, O mp childe,what 
delectation 2 D my ſpouſe, what conjuricti6 
- . (this? A fathcrfull of humilitie,a bother, 
hauing our ſimilttuye ,-a ſonne ctigendzcd 
thozow fayth, and loue;a'hnſband ouing,x 
reliening in al cxtretnitte. But whont docſt 
thou loue 2 Alas, it is ſhe, whom thou haſt 
withdzawne from the ſnare , whercin tho- 
rowe malice ſhe was bounde , and haſt put 
hir in place, name, and office of a daughter, 
fiſter,mother, + wife . D my ſaniour, it is a 
great ſauour ofſweteneſſe, right pleaſant, 
and delectable;when a ſoule, aftcr the hea- 
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-  floget he hag, all call, 7-0 i 
 keare,hisfather;hislzothcr,childe,4 ſpouſe, | 


ſuch a foule: boubtlelſe maye contin 


ST EEREATTE, 


butne inloue. —_ begs +; 


7 
$4 
+ 4 


Js there.ahp loi onlede it be this nan aner 
ofloue;but it hath'ſome enill conditlon;3s Is 
there any pleaſure. to be.hereto compar: 


— wor er. noo ee ” 


red F 
Js there any honoz to this,but maye be ac« 
16m.r4. counted ſhame 7 Pea, is there anye. « ſnokt 
equal to this:Pozeoner toconclut | 
any thing,that J could moze earn! 78 
Alas no. Foz he þ vnieynedly loueth.God, 
_ - fepnitethall theſe things wozldly ofleſte vas. 
lure,than the dunghil, Pleaſure,p2ofite,and 
honour of this wozlde , areall buf vanitie; 
ind frifles vnto him 7 which hath: "air 
” God, Such loue is ſo p2ofitable , honozablez 
irs - and aboundant in grace ,-that Jdareſaye, 
.'” theonely ſufficeth the hart of a godly ſonle, 
and peeldeth hit ſo content, that the neuer 
deſireth, oz woulde hane other , F03.who ſq 
ener hath God , as he ought to be had , ac 
counteth.all other thinges ſuperfluous , » 03 
vaine, 3s 
' Now thanked be mp [o2d, and mp father, 
tho:ow fayth hane J gotten: the ſame loue, 
wherefoze J ought tobe ſatiſfied , and-con- 
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A Godly Mediration. 


Mi {; Nowe haneJ the my father, ft 

fe orm wanton foliſhneſſe, in mylo 
Tuth., Pow hane J th my bother, foz't 
our my ſoxrowes ; p wherein J findeno 


| Phila, 


e age,as an onely ftaye. Now hay e J 
+ the; a trne , and faithfull huſband ;fo7'the - 
1 fatiffiyng of my whote hart. Andnow fith 
I haue thie,3'will,anddoe fozſake athehi 
that are in the wozld, hblying thix.falt:that 
thbu mayeſt nv nioze elciipe me.Scing nou 
that J we polleſſed the, AJ. willloks Jil 
 noneother thingghat mightkvepe me | 
from the beholding vt thy diuinitie. II \ Iobn.to. 
- that J'doe heare th#, Jil heare vdtvijit 

- thaclefteth mers the' fruition of thy; 
Seing that J may freely talke witht 
will commen with none ther, .5 
pleaſeth thee,to puty eth 


hack, 


. 1 w d » 


I erue the,3'will'fex 
that thon haſt rea 
it depact framthe;tet} 
ner. Folp veparthliyR? 

than'is anydamjatio 
paine of ten nat 
the once loſing of thit: 
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poten ; baue any power, to make me ts lo ſe 
thy pzeſence . Fo2 who ſocuer ſhall file the 


ſauſony , doe thou not permit that euer J 
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"A CENID Meditation. 


. Alas,my God, my father, andcreatoz,do 
ot tbou ſuffer þ the enimie , inuentexof all 


loſe of thy loue, ſhall ſaye, he would rather 
bebdunde foz ener in hell , than to feels the 
paine thereof one-moment of time.. © my 


tepart from. thee againe , but that it maye 
pleaſethe&, toput me inſycha place, that 


tency ſeperatedfrom thyloue. 
_ *"Ifithis wozlde, I cannot perfitely, hane 
_ thismpdeſire, whichthing maketh me fer- 
nentlye'to deſire , thedeparting. from this 
bodye of ſinne , not fearing death , oz.any of 
hir littrumettes. Fo2 what feareought J 
fo have ofniy God; wbich thozow lone of- 
fered himfelfe,anp ſuffered death,not of det, 
02 diefie,but onely.bicauſe he wouldfo2 my. 
fake vndoe the poltier.of moztal veath. Pow 
ts Jeſas deade , in whome lve are all deade, 
and thozowe his death. we all ſhall line,-A 
_— thoſe, which! thozow faith are parta- 
kers of his paſſion. Foz euen,as the death 
befozethe great ntyli exte of the croſſe was 
hitdet6enctli _ nd there was no "_ 
n 
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my oule thozow wantonneſte of ſinne , be 
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7 "Godly Medication: 


| but was feared —_— conſidering the 

EI f copulation of the body , and the foule, their 
oder, loue, and agreement , o were their: 
fozrowes ertreeme in departing of the one 

4 from the other. 

! -But ſince it hath pleaſed P ſwete Lambe 
| |. to offcr himſelfe vpon the croſle , his great 


| 

| loue hath kindlcd a fire within the hart (o- 

vehement, that euery true beleuer eſtwemeth , . , 

b the paſſage of death but a play, o2 paſtime; a 

: and ſo p2ouoketh other conffauntly to dye, + 

Andenuen as the feare of death doth retro» 

. grade bs,\o-ought lone to giue vs a deſire-to 
dye. Foz if true lone be vnfainedly withiro 
* phart ofman,he can felenone other thing; 

bicauſe loue ts ſo ſtrong ofic lelfe , tyat ſhe 

keepeth all the rome, and putteth.out all o&  _. 
ther deſires, ſuffering nothing there bue *79#-4- 
God onelp. Fo2 where ſo euer true,+ perfice 

lone ts, there is remembzed nepther feare; 

no: ſozrow . Pet our owne p2tde to attaine 
honoz,caufeth vs to ſeke death many ſtraitge 

wayes, as ifaman to hane his fwlith plea- 

ſure,putteth himſelfe in teobardie of lyfe.Jf 

a Parchant to obtaine riches, doth daungex 

himſelfe ſometime fo2 a ſmall valure , ifthe 


| cheeke c6ceyuing of robbie, o2 murder,cryel- 
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RGod d Micditation. 


[  Dentas, tie 02 diſceit, doth 7ablind a man, he doub- ,| 
_teth nothing the daunger of death, neyther | 
I yet miſfoztune, when he. ſekethtoaduenge 
himſelfe,02 dothany other euitl, ifthe tarte 
of ſickneſſe, 02 the ranckneſſe ofmalancholy 
= cauſeth a man fiercely.to wiſhe fo2 death,oz 
.._ oftentimestod2owne,' hang , 0zkill them- _ 
ſclues, ſuch enills are ſometime ſo.great, | 
- that they cauſe their - papned. pactence to 
- -** choſedeathfo2 libertie. Jfit ſo bethen, that 
"Ecclex. theſe paines full ofeuilles , and imperfecti- 
ons , cauſeth them not to feare the hazarde 
ofdeath, but rather to thinke death'tarrieth 
- tolong,alas what onght truezand laudable M 
lone to doe. That ought the loue of the c- 
 ternall creature to wiſh: Should ſhee ſtirre | 
-  _ ahartfuſuch wiſe, that he being maiftered 
8 + © with fachaffcaions, ſhoulde fele.none o- 
wn © therthinginhime Alas yea. Foz death ig a. 
pleaſant thing to the ſoule, which'ts in lone . 
with God , and eftemeth the paſſage caſie, 
th6:owe the whichſhecommethout of pzi- 
fon, Foz the harde/way where thozowe ſhe | 
commeth,can be no let fozhir to{mbzace hir 
buſbande';: © myſauſour , how'g@d, and 
pleaſaunt is the ſaine death, thozow:whom 
I ſhall haue the ende of all ſozrowes r'And 
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4 by whome J all eniope'thy fight without - IJ 
4 kmpedinicit,+be tranſfozmed! into the likes . "Þ 
nelle bf tho innleſti UL ar ughla 5 od 4, 0n 
-P'decth thozow thy fo:ce;F truſt to hane 
fach hotſ62, as bpon mp knes with crying, 
_ ahd wiping; FJ daylic doe deſire. Therefoze N 
x £0me quickly , and make an ende of my ſo2- 
| rowes-: -*Dhappit daughters , right holy? Cant. For. 
foulrs 4 fopned\ to the cite Jeriſalem, open --* 
poureles, and with pittie loke-vpon my de- 
ſolation;' F beſxch you,;that fo2me, and in 
nip inaiiie ye doſhew vntomydeare,and beſt. 
> belone; e;-myGodz my friend ; andmy __ 1 
how thateaerle houre 6f the day, Foo lan 
” gui fo hispzeſence. © ſwete deathzcoms ing 
 bntome, andlouingly bing mee viits xm) 
lozde- my'God. D death , where ts now thy 
| ting; anddarf. glas are they baniſhed from 
: | - minecyes* Js not rigour thaunged'into 
_ fwetneſſe,ſeing that fozmy ſake, my friend 
did ſuffer vpon þ croſſe, whoſe death doth ſo 
- encourage me, deathJ with to folow him? --- 
Sith then;that death is ſo pleaſant to me, 
| that it pleaſeth me mo2e than fcareth me; 
| then dught Fto fearenothing, but onlythe _ . . 
| right tudgementof God', Py ſinnes with 
bis iuſt balance ſhall be wayed, and all that 
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"A God ly Meditation; 


3 hane done , openlye ſhall be ſhewed, mp 
. thoughts + wo2des ſhall better be eadesy 
- then they were waitten (narowle, Where- 
foze J may not thinke, that charitfe woulde 
offend tuſtice,andtruth . Foz certaine it is, 
whoſoener lineth bnfaithfully,ſhal be punt- 
ſhed in encrlaſting patne, Fo2Godis ſult, - 
. and his judgement righteous, andall , that 
| . Pal. u8. he doth, ts perfite in all things. What am 
I then , conſidering my owne righteouſ- 
nelſe? A w2etch, and poze creature, —R_ 
'Jknow that all the wozkes of iuff men 
= Z/25-64- are ſo full of imperfection , that afoze God | 
Fw  thepare mote filthy tha mire, 92 other vile- 
ia nelſe. What wyll it be then- concerning 
the finnes, which J hane committed,where- 
of J feete the burden impoztable ? J can nos 
thingelſe ſaye , but that J haue wonne by 
them damnation, Js this the ende e Shall. 
diſpaire than be the comfozt of my great ig- 
11 nozaunce:Alas my God, no? Foz the inut- 
|| Heb.nr, ſible fayth, cauſeth me to belzeue , that all 
| things,which are impoſſible to ma,arc poſſis 
ble vnfo th&,ſo Þ thou do conuert my wozk, 
ſl  whichtsnothing , into ſome god wozke of 
[| T»&-23 thine in me, which is ſpecially fayth, Than 
\If - my lozde who ſhall condemne me, ' =-_ 
u ge 
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Junge dttdgne me,fith wt thou which art 
my iindge;aft alfomyfather,mp ſpouſe,and: 
my refuge; Alas what father'? Such as doth 
neugrcondenme his c<ild,bural wayes doth | 
excuſe and defende hin, . ':* 1 | 
Then J percopue to haue none other eps. 
cuſex;but Jeſus:Chift ,which ts my ſpouſe, 
aud myxredeemcr, whoſe death hath reſtozed 1.10br.2- 
me mplott inheritance. Fo2'he.made hiniſelf 
my man of:lawe-, thewing his ſo wozthye 
merits afozrhis father, wherwith 'my great 
' det is.ſo abundantlye retcompenced , that in 

1 fudgement it 1s nothing..D redxmer, here 

-, is agreatloue., 3 finde but fewe ſuch men 
of Jaw, D {weete Jeſus, it ts to thee that'Þ 
ain adetts? z yet doeſt thou both pzaye; and Maths, 
{peake:f92;me and mo2courr:, when:theu 

doelt ſee, that J am pwze with theabundice 
of thy gads;, thou doeſt paye my det. @ in- 
commpzehenſible ſea of all godnefſe , D mp N28 
deare father, ;doeft thou vouchſafe ro bemp 18 
 indge,not willing the death of a ſinner' 2 D | 
Jeſas:Chaif; crucifier;4.ſauer of the ſoule, 
friende abone all friendes.; thou being mp 
man of law,didſfercuſe, and ſpeake fo2 me, 
wberethou.cquideft iuſtly have accuſedme. 

b ſpare no moze therefoze the cruet or of 
7 + anine 
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A Godly «1455 : 


mine enimie. Fo2 oo law by th&e ſtiffen 
 fozall;Lhepaiment is ſo made! 
- -fpbuſe z that the lawe'can aſk 
mebut it is pa ayde by him, Fo2as J beliene 
* that he hath faken all-my ſinnes vpon him; 
and hath'giuen me fn ptaceof them, his 
-owne godes-in abundance:'ſo:D mpſaui- 
. our,thou preſenting thy vertues; doeſFcons 
tent the lawe. And when ſhe will repzoche 
me of my linnes; thou 'doeſt ſhew hir hows 
willingly in thine owne fleſh;:thorhaſtta- 
ken the diſcharge of them though thecons 
| lunction of our martage. Alſo vpo the crolſe. } 
_ thozow thy paſſion, thou haſt made ſatiſfacs 
Wl! 2.2ety.2. fionfo2it; Bozeoner thy onlycharitie, hath 
Ml! r:0obn.4. giuen me this, that thou halt f6z mee- de- 
Gl! ſerued. Lherefoze ſepng thy:meriteto-be 
mine,the law can aſke nothingofme. How 
than will J feare no moze the tudgement; 
but with deſire moze than with perfoxce, JF 
will tarie the time that J ſhall ſee my ludge, | 
- andheareaiuſft indgement ofhim.” 
Jknowe that thy judgement ts: iult, and 
that there is no fault therein; although my 
infidelitie is wozthie to ſuffer the: cruelnelle 
of hell. Foz if 3 doe onlyconſtver my deſer- 
wing , w" Jcan is nothing in it; that can 
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| AGodly Meditation. 


y! kepeme from the ak of hell, Foz trueitis, 
| that the tozment of hell was pzeparedfoz 
the deiill,and his childzen. So if any man 
' haneſcthisminde to be like to the deuill by 
' ſenſual appetite,then ought he;as the.deuil, + Mathat * 
to be paſd with a like-reward,But ifa man * 
thozow contemplation of the ſoule,doe holy 
of thee his angell of counſell,vertue; e per- 
fection,he is ſure to obtaine heanen., which | 
fs .aplaceof thy deſeruing fo2 him : Then zukexz; | 
ſhall the wicked be puniſhed with the _ 
- puniſhment, which they ought to haue , to 
 whowme-theyhane topned themſelnes, Fo2 
ſith they followed ſathan, they muſt enioye 
« ſuch place,as tsfozhim,and his angels pze- 
pared, FEE 

; Now, IA conſidering the diuerſitic of both 

the ſoztes ,amlittle comfozted in ſpirite by 

this.-fo2 J-cannot deny,but that Jam moze 
' like the denil,than þ angell of light, Whers 
foze J feare,and tremble. Fo2 as the angell 
is pure and perfite,ſo am J vnpure and vn- 
perfite,andam nothing likevnto him.1But Heby.1 
thus J confeſſe,that toy other,J am ſo like 
- inmy doings , and ſo accuſtomed in his 

wayes:, that ofhis paine, and tozment J 
ought t to be partaker . Foz the cruell . 
whic 
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in Him. 


gromer Meditation: 
which hath -boutibe me-tif hbll/;86 (6- great - 


thing to come font it,neptherkeartth it the 
contrarie afſaglt - But he, whole fozce lieth 
- {nthis king of ſtrengch,knoweth! nothow 
his ſtrength coeth” away, when a. fironger 
than hc commeth inplace, + 

- Fcoulde never yet ſee , that any man by 
merite,o2 paint taking, couldeuer pet van- 


-  quiſhetharhecll, ſaneonlyhe, which did the 
great aſſaiilt thozowhis viſpeakable chart# 


tic, when he humbled himſelfe to the. croſſe, 
whereby he hath-vanquiſhed, and onercome 


his enimie,robbed hell of his power; fo that 
now it hath no moze fozce and ſtrength ,to 


kepe that ſoule, which putteth hir truſt in 


God, Then bel&uing in the great ſtrength 


that my ſauiour hath, J doe-notſet by-hell, 


me,vnlcſſe1t be to ſhewe howe my God tg 
mercifull,ſtrong, mightie, anda puiſaunt 
vanquiſher of all the euilles within my 


hart , Jf by ſinnes fo2giueneſſeis the glozy 


of my molt louing ſautour , then ought J 
alſo to beleeuc,that mp mlozp is encreaſed by 
his loue,andthat 3am da graced 


7 - . 
*, © 
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and ſinne, Fo2 ſinne can haueno holde of 
Roma.s. 
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A Godly Meditations : 


His horio2 _ doth hono? all his , and 
His riches doth repleniſhe euerie one of his 


W 


- are onercome by him . © gluttonous hell, 
where is thy defence » @Thon cruell vil- 
 Jaine ſinne, where is thy tyzanous power 2 


which are ſo-much ſpoken off 2 Jn ſtead of 
death,thou death giusſt me lyfe,and ſo doeft 
thou contrarte to thy will , Alſo thou ſinne 
> | Poneteſttodzaweeche creature to damnatt- 
|, on,thou gineft me aladder,foreach thereby 
that godly citie Jeruſalem, yet wouldſt thou 
_ <P> ofthy curſed nature , that my eternall mas Fpo.u, 
- | Kkerthould loſe his creature, 1But thozowe 


bis lone, and grace , the ſozte rememb2ance 
F of thy vncomlpneſle doth cauſe hir by re- 
| pentaunce againe co come , and ſubmit hr 
7 || felfevntoGod,whoſe ineſtimable godneſſe 
| cauſeth thee to loſe thy whole labo2 , which 
J thou takeſt in hand. Fo2 the number that 
| x thou pzetendeſt to hane,thon ſhaitnot haue, 
| bicauſe y the comfoztabe ſhadow of Chzilt 
| hts paſſion-fs ſuch a mightie p2otection to 
| _ theſonle, that ſh& nxdeth nepther to doubt 
| death, finne , no2 hell . I's there anye thing 


tyan, that can pull me backe,ifGod be yo 
ng 
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with his gods. Then death, hell, and ſinne 7p. || 


> © death where is thy ſting-, and victozie, r.Cor.rg, 
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$4 meane fue a faith,as we mult needs 2 
' hane toobtaine þ high graces from aboue, 
* and alſo ſucha faith,as thozow charitie dath 
toyne-þ humble ſeruant to his maker. Now. 
IF being topned vnto him, ought tohaueno. | 
. feare of trauaile, paine,-no2 ſozrowe. Foz. 4+ 
 whoſo ener doth wyllingly ſuffer any ma» | 
ner of death,paine, 02 ſozrow, fo2 the truth, 
as Chaiſt did, he ſhall fele in ſuch tozment 
* great comfo2t,and conſolation fo2 his ſonle, 
knowing all this,J myſelfe am weake,vet 
 withGodJ amricht ſtrong. _ L 
_ . Mhozow his comfozt J may do all things, oY, 
and his loue is foconſtant, and parmanent, 
Roma.s, Pp it varieth not fo2 any wozlbly. thing. Who 

can then withdzawe mee from his grace 2. 

Surely the great beigth ofheaue , the deepe 

ofhell;, the bzeadthof the whole carth,ney- 

ther death, no2-finne , which we daylie doth 
warre againſ{nee, can ſeperateme one mt- 
nute fromthe great lone; and charitie, that 
my heauenly father, thozowe Jeſus Chzilt 
bath vnto mee , Pts godneſle ts ſuch, that 
he loneth mee , which hath not-atall times 
toued him. AndifJ nowe loue-him, then 
Gall J-fele his ous toincreaſe 1m me. But- - 
bicauſe 
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> Vicauſe that. my loue i is not a woxthye love 
to him, 3 deſirs. his loue to be mitie., which "= 
Ifele ſuch,as it where mine owne,' 
_brefs toloue oct ogy _ nom 
ar oat iy Ah Rs 
And thazolp.ſy 


: 2orok vis owne: - 


AN 


Pe 


DS 


Fs 


tt. 


japan » 02 firengi y 
his loue doth = "i 
an-Jcan of him pefir 


- | : 
py . 
* 


67 Gy —_—_— 


* 


”_ 


nerd ran inde yes 

hou paint in mans hart, can 

oſurely. Fo2 the tapacitie | 

, viman, can .g0t. omp2ebend the primeaſuy x 12, 
xrable goy ich are in thee; foznatu- 

xall reaſon doth ſhewe vs, bowe there js no 

compariſon betwene an efcrnaland; amo2! 

_ tallthing, But when thozow lone themoz- 

tallis iopned with theeternall, the nioztall 

thing is fo filled' with the eternall., that 

Fan not finde the ende thereof, 'fo2 it hath | 

wmae god thereby, than it cattcontaine gz 
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AG odly Meditation. 


hath oneſp arke of the lone-of God z thathe- 
. bath all the wozlde therewith. Euen as we 
ſe the Sure, with one'onely ſparkle of his 
light voth blinde the cie , and yet doth the 
with holde from i bir greatlight : if then 
you ſhould aſke the eie what it hath ſcene; he | 
- would ape; that it hathbeholden che whole 4) 
- baightneſfe of the ſunne, although he being. 
: __ diniiedwith alittle ſparkle thereof, coulde 
not l# the b2ightnelle of þ ſame, Neuerthe- 
leſſe, 'he& ts ſo content that'it ſemeth vnto 
him asthoughhe had ſo much light as the 
ſunnecontapneth, which ifhe had moze than 
the ſaide ſparke , he werenot able toſuffer 
_ ft. Euen.ſothe ſfoule;, which thozowe fayth 
doth fele one ſparke of thelone of God,doth 
finde therewith the heate ſo great,and mars 
Ueplous, ſoſwe&te, and delicious , that it is 
tmpoſſible to hir to declare what thing the 
fame loue is, Foz the little thereofthat thee 
js hath felt, doth yeelde hir mind ſatiffted, and 
if vet deſiring moze;-wherof ſh& hath pnongh, 
i thus doth theliue languiſhing and ligthing. 
in hir ſclfe. 
The hartthatdoth fele thathe hath res 
cepned ſo mitche , hath concepned ſuch avdes 
fire in this to much,that bealwalies defireth 
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A Godly Meditati ION. 


/ tbreceptietheithing which he cannot hane,- 
- neyther ishe wozthie to receſue if . He kno- 2bl.r. 
weth not the 'god that be hath-alreadie , to- 
be bnſpeakable,andyet would he haue moze 
of thats-Whereof heican notſKill; truely he 
cannotfe@le; ozthinke , the god which ts in. 
I Hit Then lyethitnot-in my power; totell- 
what thing the lone of God ts; fith F haue- 
no'/knowledge-of the feruentnelle thereof. 
Hethat thinketh tohanealt this toue withs 
in his hart.cannot truly declare what thing 
itis: happid is de therefoze which hath ſuch 
abundance ofthis loue, that hemay laymy 
> G0d,-J hauepnough of it 
Ye which hath this loue within him,vare __ 
not miuchboaſt therof , leaſt in much ſpeaks - D 
ing he doetolv it, vnlelle he doe it, to edifie: : 
his ?neighbo; toſaluation, The impoſſibilt-! 
tic than of the declaration ofthis tone,thall 
make me to-holde mp peace, fo2 there is no 
faintſo perfite , if he will ſpeake of the lone 
V of thehighGod;ofhis gwdneſte;ſweetneſſe, 
graces, amdvfali things elfe, which pertat-: 
neth tohin; but loking alowe,ſhall-finde: = 
bimfcife tnwozthp, and ſo:ftop-his mouth.: = 
IF thanawozmeof the earth ;leffe than-nos; , 
thingzeaght tareaſe andnot to ſpeake ofthe: 
Et, incom- 
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ipcom mparable vighnes: of th by 
1% 13it4o much.ynkindeveſſe;to benoted ih! 
if 3.had-waittennothing, bauing that done 
vnto me which would ſatiſie a much better. 
'wyt than mine #6;:Fc 
gopneſſe of Godzſo. god a maiſters 
commit a ine wozthy to be puniſhed: with Aj 
enerlafting paine..  Srarrh S190 POS $2etnnd 


hic 
hath taſted pf th wetchoy 
nie, veing| blind faz the ſpaceof th; davess. 
and wapte-vp yntothe wo heauen ; and 
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